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documents examples   of   some   of  the negative  effects  of the  law,   such  as
Increased administrative time, paperwork requirements, and problems determin-
ing the   reasonable   limits   of  LEA   responsibility   to provide   services  to
handicapped children.

Another study which was completed In FY 1983 was a national survey which
examined LEA procedures for referring, assessing, and placing students
(AMS, 1983). The aim of the study was to determine which procedures were
in place to prevent the erroneous classification of children, particularly
on the basis of race or culture. The study found that referral rates for
minority children for assistance of any kind were roughly in proportion to
their incidence 1n the school-aged population. While diagnosticians were
more likely .to judge minority children as "probably mentally retarded,"
they were not placed in these programs in larger percentages.

D<    Plans for Program Improvement and Recommendations for Legislation:

General program goals for FY 1984 remain the same as those outlined above.
Congressional proposals for reauthorizing this program may modify authoriz-
ation levels, but leave the basic provisions of the program intact.

E.     Supporting Studies and Analyses

1.    Applied Management Sciences,  A Study to Evaluate Procedures Undertaken
to Prevent  Erroneous   Classification   of Handicapped   Children,   Washington,
O.C., May 1983,

2.    U.S. Department   of Education,   Fifth Annual   Report to Congress   on the
Implementation of P.L.  94-142, 1983 and Sixth Annual Report, 1984.    (Also,
previous annual reports.)

3.     Wright, A.R. et al . Local Implementation of P.L, 94-142:    Final  Report
of a Longitudinal Study, SRI International, Henlo Park, California, December
1982.

4.     Kakallk, J.S. et al.    The Cost of Special Education, Rand Corporation,
Santa Monica, California, November 1981,

F.    Other Supporting Data:
Not available.
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No major new studies have been undertaken during the past year. Small
analyses are 1n progress focusing on State and local expenditures for
special education, and eligibility criteria for specific handicapping
conditions. These analyses are part of a contract with Decision Resources
in Washington, D.C.he act
